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Forgiven and freed by
God in Jesus Christ, and
empowered by the Holy
Spirit, we commit
ourselves:
 to nurture our faith
through prayer and
Bible study,
 to support the mission
of the church worldwide,
 to work for justice
and peace, and
 to build an inclusive,
caring community of
women that strengthens
the Presbyterian Church
(U.S.A.) and witnesses
to the promise of
God’s kingdom.
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In the midst of the concerns and worries for our
families, friends, and neighbors in the Dayton area
this summer, I sat down with the May/June 2019
issue of Horizons magazine. The front cover
radiated with the theme for the month “JOY Where
to find it, how to nurture it and why to spread it!”
It was exactly the antidote I needed! There seem
to be so many problems, issues, and controversies
confronting us locally and nationally that those
problems seemed to suck the joy right out of me.

Pat Torvik, WPW Moderator

This Horizons issue reminded me that joy is a gift God
gives us through the Holy Spirit. And, this gift is to be shared. The one sure
message I was left with after a joy-filled afternoon reading this magazine is found
in an article entitled, The Joy of the “Great Dance” by Alexia Salvatierra. “Each
of us is a child of God, bestowed with gifts that can help the work and others in
it.” This message spoke to a question I had been pondering during recent weeks
as we all have been faced with evidence of great need on all sides — especially
that of our own friends and neighbors recovering from the Memorial Day tornado.
Where do I start? How do I help?

We each know what we are capable of doing. Perhaps you could volunteer with
the ID ministry. There is a bigger need than ever in that mission. Perhaps you
could volunteer with the Westminster group helping with tornado clean up.
Perhaps you help DECA families through the W.I.S.E. Program. Perhaps you help
at the Food Bank, either by donating funds and/or food or by helping sort and
distribute food. Although we are now many weeks away from Memorial Day,
the need is still great. These opportunities and more are ways we can all work
together to help our community recover. The area-wide efforts to help our community are a shining example of using our gifts to help others and to spread joy.
WPW is a wonderful organization with many opportunities
to serve — with joy! There are circles, each of which offers
opportunities to serve through hands-on projects or by
financially supporting missions. In addition to the circles,
WPW has other projects that impact our local and global
missions. This year, we hope to feature some of the WPW
missions – women working together to serve with joy.
That is who we are and it is what we do.
We do it with JOY! Won’t you join us?
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WPW Fall Gathering!

Fall Gathering
Wednesday,
September 11
6:00 p.m.
Fellowship Hall
$5.00
(Pay at the door.)
Reserve by
emailing:
Martha Bell
junebug436@att.net
by September 6.

Gather for a GREAT time at the WPW Fall Gathering!
 Hear The Reverend Dr. Richard L. Baker, Jr.
speak on the Horizons study topic of the year:
Love Carved in Stone —
A Fresh Look at the Ten Commandments
by Eugenia Anne Gamble.
 Eat great food prepared by the loving
hands of your WPW Coordinating Team.
 Share summer stories over dinner and
enjoy each other’s company!
ALL this for just $5.00 — pay at the door!
Reserve YOUR seat before September 6 by contacting Martha Bell:
junebug436@att.net or call her at 937-277-6216.
A Thank Offering opportunity will be provided via baskets at each table. This
offering will go to Presbyterian Women USA. At least 40% of the national
offering will go to world-wide mission and the balance will fund creative new
missions!
There will also be an opportunity to donate $10 / kit for the Church World
Service School kits. Further, donations of stuffed animals will be appreciated!
(These go in police cruisers to help soothe children in crisis situations.

Come and get your pecans HERE...

"I just clipped 2 articles
from a current
magazine.
One is a diet guaranteed
to drop 5 pounds off my
body in a weekend.
The other is a recipe for
a 6 minute pecan pie."
-- Erma Bombeck
Get YOUR pecans
NOW so you are ready
for that pie recipe!

Straight from the grower in Alabama, these pecans
can be ordered through WPW, starting on October 1
through the October 22 deadline. Delivery dates will
be in November; large orders will be delivered to your door.
(NOTE: These are “new crop” pecans, so the delivery date is unknown at this
point, but they have always arrived before Thanksgiving!) To place an order,
you may obtain the order form from the website (www.westminsterdayton.org)
or from your WPW circle leader or a Coordinating Team member.
Representatives from WPW will be in Fellowship Hall after the services on
October 6, 13, and 20 to provide forms and take your order(s). Pecan options
include: pecan halves, pecan pieces, spiced pecans (sugar and cinnamon), and
herbed pecans. (Prices TBA soon!)
Questions? Contact Julie Preisser ( 937-474-9721 or julie.preisser@yahoo.com)
or Julie Drumheller ( 937-698-6735 or jdrumheller@woh.rr.com).
ALL of the profits go to WPW missions! Please help us make our mission goal
— while eating healthy, antioxidant, protein-filled pecans at the same time!!
(Google “Ways to use pecans” for creative ideas and recipes for these pecans!)
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Circle Roundup!
WPW has four circles at the present time, each with different goals and projects.
Some meet weekly, some monthly. Some break for some or all of the summer
and others continue through the summer. Some meet in homes and some gather
at the church. Regardless of their differences, all have an open-door practice to
welcome YOU! Each circle has a descriptive page in the WPW Yearbook with a
list of current members for each circle.


Coffee, Caring, and Crafts Circle meets on Thursdays from 10:00 a.m. until
about 1:30 p.m. in the West Parlor (brown bag lunches). They primarily
support Prayer Shawl Ministry, WISE Ministry, and Little Dresses for Africa
(which actually go to over 80 countries — including the USA).



Evening Circle meets at 7:00 p.m. on the first Wednesdays from September
through June. They meet in members’ homes, except for January, February,
and March, when they meet in the West Parlor. They support Samaritan
Homeless Clinic and Mercy Manor. Their study program is PW’s
Horizons Bible Study.



Serendipity Circle meets at 7:00 p.m. on the second Wednesdays from
August through June. They meet in members’ homes with occasional
August meeting finding them sharing dinner time at a restaurant.
They primarily support The Foodbank, Inc. and The Castle. Their study
program is PW’s Horizons Bible study.



Sunshine Circle meets at 9:30 a.m. in the West Parlor on the second Monday
of the month (unless noted in the WPW Yearbook) from September through
June. (June is a brunch.) They support the YWCA Shelter and Second Shelf.
Their study program is a mixture of books and movies with a Christian focus,
as well as the occasional guest speaker.

Questions:
Are you thinking about joining an existing circle?
Do you have an idea for a new circle?
Either way, please contact Pat Torvik at 937-643-2225
or email her at torvikpa@gmail.com.
NOTE: Many of the circle members are ordering their Horizons Bible study
materials through their circle leaders and Moderator Pat Torvik for $10.00.
Did you also know that you can subscribe to the Horizons Magazine — and the
Bible study will be included? The cost for one year is $24.95 (six issues / year);
the Bible study and the access to the digital version are included for free.
If you want only the digital magazine (no print copy / no Bible study), then the
cost is $15.00. (Go to https://www.presbyterianwomen.org/subscribe/ for details
and other options for saving money on Horizons subscriptions.) Please note that
you do not need to be a member of a circle to order these materials!

Pun intended ….
Please get
“a round tuit”
and join a circle
this year!
We will
most assuredly
welcome you with
our whole hearts!
If you would like
to join, but are
not sure how —
or which circle
would be the
“best fit”—
please contact
Pat Torvik at
937-643-2225 or
torvikpa@gmail.com.

Westminster Presbyterian Women
Yearbook
2019 — 2020

Westminster Presbyterian Church
125 N. Wilkinson Street
Dayton, OH 45402
Westminsterdayton.org

Get YOUR yearbook
(2019—2020) at
your circle meeting
or contact Jorja
Gladden at
jagladden59@yahoo.com
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Meet Your WPW Coordinating Team (CT)

WPW CT Meetings
For 2019-2020:
August 27
October 22
February 25
April 28
NOTE: All
WPW CT
meetings
are held in
West Parlor
at 5:30 pm.

“The challenge of
leadership is to
be strong,
but not rude;
be kind,
but not weak;
be bold,
but not a bully;
be thoughtful,
but not lazy;
be humble,
but not timid;
be proud,
but not arrogant;
have humor,
but without folly.”
– Jim Rohn

Executive Committee:
Moderator
Vice Moderator
Secretary
Treasurer
Coordinator of Global Mission
Coordinator of Local Mission
Coordinator of Studies/Spiritual Development
Coordinator of Publicity
Coordinator of Justice and Peace
Search Committee
Circle Leaders:
Coffee, Caring, and Crafts Circle
Evening Circle
Serendipity Circle
Sunshine Circle

Pat Torvik
Jorja Gladden
Dominique Myers
Martha Bell
Candace Powers
Jane Shirley
Sandy Vining
Martha Shields
Elizabeth Herr
Joyce Ferguson / Andrea Hirtle
Katie Brennaman / Barbara Wilson
Sheila Hookey / Julie Arnold
Jane Shirley
Martha Shields / Barbara Wilson
Julie Drumheller

Other Coordinators and/or Mission and Special Projects Coordinators:
Come to the Table
Ruth Neely / Sandy Vining
Memorial Reception Team & Special Projects Julie Preisser
Finance Committee Chair
Martha Bell
Cookie Walk Co-Chairs
Dixie Bowsher
Special Projects
Julie Drumheller / Julie Preisser
Historian
Jane Rininger
Church Women United Key Woman
Jorja Gladden
Staff Representative

The Reverend Nancy Hodgkins

Church Women United
Church Women United is a racially, culturally, theologically inclusive Christian
women’s movement, celebrating unity in diversity, and working for a world of
peace and justice. The Greater Dayton unit (https://www.cwudaytonoh.org/) is
part of the national organization. Currently there are about 400 women from
over 40 churches in our area who are members. Won’t you join the more than
twenty women of Westminster who are members? Basic membership is just
$5.00 per year. Membership forms are on the unit’s website. Please contact Jorja
Gladden (jagladden59@gmail.com) for information.
WPW Newsletter — Volume 3 Issue 1
(Late Summer 2019) Published Quarterly
Westminster Presbyterian Women
125 N. Wilkinson Street, Dayton, OH 45402
Contact editor: martha.shields@earthlink.net

NOTE: Please call or email Pat to discuss
how you can get involved in WPW!
937-643-2225 or torvikpa@gmail.com

Volume 3, Issue 1
Page 5

Meet Elizabeth Herr, WPW Coordinator of Justice and Peace
I ADMIT:
 That I am unwilling to present an ordinary education and career focused bio
for the WPW newsletter.
 That the confusion folks have about what sort of family I have and what
sort of work I do and what sort of ambitions I have are fair responses to
my widdershins and scattershot trajectory to date.
 That when I mention my involvement in May Festival, I do not mean
to imply competent involvement.
I ACCEPT:
 That I do a few things very well, a great many things in a mediocre manner,
and a few things very poorly.
 That I keep being loved and cherished and respected by Westminster’s sweet
and brave community completely aside from my “worthiness” in the world.
 That this love and respect is due to every single person.
I APPRECIATE:
 The way that scripture functions as a “truer than true” way of talking
about how to be human, particularly how each of us is intrinsically alone
in many ways, and inextricably bound to our neighbors - near and far - in others.
 The rich sense of community that has been transmitted to me as an infant,
child, adolescent, young adult, and parent at Westminster.
 The education in discipleship, discernment processes, committee work, spiritual
practices, stewardship, evangelism, and worship arts that have been imparted
to me as a chorister, youth fellowship member, deacon, pastoral nominating
committee member, elder, Sunday school teacher, youth fellowship advisor, church
school student and leader, Sunday and Taizé worshiper, and May Festival singer.
I ADMIRE:
 The effort, creativity, patience, kindness, intelligence, guts, and integrity
of the paid and volunteer leadership of Westminster, past and present.
I ADORE:
 The family I have: my parents Ann and Stan Herr, my brother Stephen Herr, my adult step-daughter from my first
marriage Hannah Russell-Goodson, my husband DJ Miller, my son Joel Miller, 8, and my younger daughter, Ann Miller, 4.
 The work I do: assisting the mother of one of my childhood friends as she manages her home and her changing needs,
and babysitting a year-old child four days a week.
 The art I engage: the poetry of John Donne, E.E. Cummings, Robert Frost, William Carlos Williams, Dylan Thomas,
Elizabeth Bishop, Donald Hall, Lucille Clifton, Thomas Lynch, Sharon Olds, Mary Oliver, Wendell Berry, and a bunch
more; the thinking of E.B. White, John McPhee, Annie Dillard, Barbara Kingsolver, Atul Gawande, Maira Kalman,
Maggie Nelson, and a bunch more; the change-making speech of Malcolm Gladwell, Krista Tippett, Brené Brown,
Thich Nhat Hanh, the SPLC, Wendell Berry, Claudia Rankine, Brandon Stanton, Valarie Kaur, and a bunch more.
 The joy I take: my bright vulnerable wacky hard-working friends, the beautiful food I have
the luxury to buy, my tree-filled neighborhood, my (for now) strong and healthy body, the
songs I sing and listen to by myself and with my family, water in all forms from the kitchen
sink to the washing machine, the swimming pool, and the Great Lakes, and a bunch more.
I ASPIRE:
 To embody for others, especially for those that I encounter at church, the warm welcome,
patient acceptance, and energizing encouragement that Westminster has shown me.
 To empower others to know themselves to be precious, worthy, valuable, heard, and
included members of the local, national, and global family.
 To enlighten others to know EVERY SINGLE OTHER HUMAN to be precious,
worthy, valuable, heard, and included members of the local, national, and global family.
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Mission Project: Dayton Scholars Program

“Let us not
become weary
in doing good,
for at the
proper time
we will reap
a harvest
if we do not
give up.”
Galatians 6:9

Want to help?

The mission of Dayton Scholars Program is to support and encourage
academically struggling children by providing intense math and literacy
instruction and recreational programs to achieve measurable success and
life-long learning to children in low-income families for six weeks during the
summer. Dayton Scholars Program focuses on West Dayton — an area suffering
from the loss of long-standing businesses such as grocery stores, schools, and
hospitals. The West Dayton area is predominantly African-American; however,
everyone in this community is grieved and in shock from the long stints of being
in survival mode. Many families are in need of employment and early-childhood
education opportunities.
In 2019, the Dayton Scholars Program sites were at College Hill Community
Church, St. Margaret’s Episcopal Church, and Corinthian Baptist Church; they
served approximately 150 students. (Many others were enrolled, but many
families were displaced due to the Memorial Day weekend tornado.) Designed
for Pre-Kindergarteners through third graders, this year’s session accepted a
small group of 4th and 5th graders due to some severe academic needs.
Students are served breakfast and lunch, and each Friday, students were
provided bags of “Brain Food” — fruit snacks and/or other healthy nonperishables for the weekend.
Students receive instruction in language arts, math, social/emotional education,
and team-building activities (soccer, art, science projects, and more). Pre- and
post-testing assessments were carried out by the twenty-nine certified teachers,
paraprofessionals, and teacher assistants. The curriculum was provided by
Dayton Public Schools and by the Dayton Scholars Program. This year, some
students increased their skills from the 10% level to the 90% level!
The program is funded primarily by grants written by its initiator, The Reverend
Dr. Karen Young (College Hill Community Church-PC(USA). Southminster
Presbyterian Church graciously provided lunches for the Dayton Scholars
Program. Other individual volunteers participated as their schedules allowed.
Some were “grandma-types” who provided consistent companionship and
encouragement for the students as they listened to students read to them.
WPW contributed financially towards this year’s program.
Next summer (2020) the program will be at the same three sites, but a fourth site
is anticipated, as well. Volunteers are welcome to contribute in one or two ways:
1. By committing to whatever time they have available. (How MUCH time one
gives is not as critical as donating a consistent amount of time, such as “from
9—11 on the six Wednesdays, etc.)
2. By donating financially to the program via contributions to Westminster
Presbyterian Women (marking “Dayton Scholars” on the memo line).
Do you have questions or do you want to volunteer? Please contact Pat Torvik.
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Some of WPW’s missions ...
WPW has had numerous sources of funds, such as Cookie Walk, Spring and Fall
Gatherings, Cinco de Mayo Fundraiser, Circle Offerings, Fellowship of the
Least Coin, Thank and Birthday Offerings, Designated Giving Campaign, and
grocery rewards programs.
This past year, WPW pledged about $7700 to PW missions, Synod-level missions, and Presbytery missions. Other recipient missions include:
 Kirkmont Center
 CARE House
 City Heart
 The Foodbank, Inc.
 Mercy Manor
 Church Women United
 Samaritan Homeless Clinic
 Friends of The Castle
 ID Ministry
 YWCA Shelter
 Second Shelf
 Catch The Building Spirit
 Presbyterian Disaster Assistance
 Global missions (sewing machines and teacher training)
 DECA and Eastmont (hats, and scarves)
 Prayer Shawl Ministry (prayer shawls and baby blankets)
 Many others
Please see pages 8 and 9 of The Chimes (Summer 2019) for more information.
This year, we hope to focus on one or more missions in each of our WPW newsletters. As always, please feel free to contact Pat Torvik for more information.

“Stay tuned”
in future
newsletters
for more
information
on how WPW
supports
these
missions!

Do WPW mission work while shopping at the grocery store!
See how easy it is to contribute to WPW missions — with no additional time or
money! Just buy your groceries as usual at Dorothy Lane Market or at Kroger’s;
WPW will get a check at the end of the year! Your grocery bill remains the same.
WPW missions benefits from each grocery’s commitment to community!
Just ask at your store, or go on line and register:




Dorothy Lane Market: Enter you name, email, and Club DLM number.
https://www.dorothylane.com/club-dlm/good-neighbor-program/
Scroll down to click on “Westminster Presbyterian Women.”
Kroger’s: https://www.kroger.com/account/enrollCommunityRewardsNow/
Just sign in (or create a new account) and click on Westminster Presbyterian
Women (Dayton) WC213” and click Enroll. Shop as normal, swiping your
Kroger Rewards card.

Every penny helps!
Contribute to
mission work
while you shop —
at no cost of time
or money to you!

WPW Newsletter Fall 2019
Westminster Presbyterian Church

125 N. Wilkinson Street
Dayton, OH 45402
www.westminsterdayton.org

ELECTRONIC SERVICE REQUESTED

Consider adding one or more of these to your Fall 2019 To-Do List!








Did you miss an issue of the WPW newsletter? Catch up on back issues at:
http://westminsterdayton.org/adults/presbyterian-women.html
Include some scripture and inspirational books on your reading list!
Explore the list of circles to see if one might be a fit for 2019—2020.
(Call Pat Torvik at 937-643-2225 for help with this.)
Offer your name as someone who’d like to serve on the WPW board or committee!
Add one of the mission projects to your personal calendar and/or your financial
contributions. (Contact Pat Torvik for info.)
Join Church Women United SOON and attend an event. (Contact Jorja Gladden.)
Make sure these WPW dates are on your personal calendar:









Tues., Aug. 27:
Wed., Sept. 11:
Tues., Oct. 1:
Tues., Oct. 22:
Sun., Dec. 15:
Tues., Feb. 25:
Sat., Apr. 25:
Tues., Apr. 28:

WPW CT Meeting (West Parlor)
Fall Gathering (Fellowship Hall)
Pecan Sale launch
WPW CT Meeting (West Parlor)
Cookie Walk (Fellowship Hall)
WPW CT Meeting (West Parlor)
Spring Gathering (Fellowship Hall)
WPW CT Meeting (West Parlor)

