Volume 3, Issue 2
Late Summer 2019
Presbyterian
Women’s Purpose

Inside this issue:
Cookie Walk

2

PW of the Synod
of the Covenant

3

4

Circle Roundup
Meet your CT:
Candy Powers

Candy Powers
(continued)
Fall Gathering
Snapshots

Westminster Presbyterian Women
Newsletter (WPW of Dayton, Ohio)
Moderator’s Message ...

Forgiven and freed by
God in Jesus Christ, and
empowered by the Holy
Spirit, we commit
ourselves:
• to nurture our faith
through prayer and
Bible study,
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• to build an inclusive,
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the Presbyterian Church
(U.S.A.) and witnesses
to the promise of
God’s kingdom.
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“Through God’s grace, we hope to expand
opportunities, to know and appreciate our neighbors,
accommodate and expand our teaching and mission
ministries, and maintain our beautiful building as
a place of inspiration, music and service.”
With these words, the Session offers us the Ministry
Master Plan. As I reread it this morning, I wanted
to quote every word to you. This plan lays the
groundwork for the larger discernment process
that we have been working toward in recent years.
Pat Torvik, WPW Moderator
It is also the confirmation of much of who we are and
what we do. For those of us in the Westminster Presbyterian Women’s
Association, it is who we are. “We are confident in God’s love and generous
in our local, national, and international mission response. We provide members
with many ways to serve God through a variety of opportunities, so that mission
becomes a way of life. Mission – serving God’s people and God’s world in the
name of Jesus Christ – is part of our calling: “where our deep gladness and the
world’s deep hunger meet.”

Yes, mission is the major activity of the Westminster Presbyterian Women’s
Association. Sometimes, it may appear that fundraising is our major activity,
especially in the fall when we are busy selling pecans
(we will start taking orders early in October) or
selling cookies in December, but those activities are
only a means to an end. The end is mission. We use
these funds to support a variety of local, national
and international mission projects from the Castle
Friends of The Castle, Centerville
(a drop-in center, social club
for persons who have severe
and persistent mental illness)
or Care House (see page 7)
or Presbyterian Disaster
Assistance. Each of our circles
supports the local mission of
its choice. We all as a group
CARE House, Dayton
support a variety of local, national and international missions
with our dollars. But, that is not all we do. You may soon see us
working with our neighbors on Peace and Justice issues, such as voter
registration, or volunteering in the WISE program, or helping the ID ministry.
Join us as we “seek deeper meaning and purpose” through our church community.
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Cookie words
heard around
the town:

“Bake the
WORLD
a better
place!”

"Nothing
says HOME
like the smell
of baking."

“All you need
is LOVE ...
and
Christmas
Cookies!”

“You are one
smart cookie!”

“Baking Sprits
Bright …
What fun
it is...”

Cookies …
make
EVERYTHING
better!

Cookie Walk!
“ALREADY?” you ask. Well, it might be a little early to
start EATING the Christmas goodies, but it is NOT
too early to begin thinking about what treats to make
and certainly it is not too early to commit to donations
for WPW’s Cookie Walk! Sign up with your circle
leader—or with Dixie Bowsher. (Call Dixie at
937-233-7148 or email her at dixie.bowsher@gmail.com.)
Cookie Walk is on Sunday, December 15 — right after
the worship service! Cookies should arrive at the church on Saturday,
December 14 between 9:00 a.m. and noon. (NOTE: Curbside service
is provided at the Wilkinson St. door so that you do not have to park
your car! If you CANNOT do the drop-off on
Saturday, please bring your donations before
church on Sunday morning.)
Options for
donations
include:
cookies, candy,
cakes, pies, jellies, spiced beets, mustards,
and more. Have an idea for something
a little more unusual? Contact Dixie!
To buy your cookies, just pick up a
provided box, fill it with your favorites,
go to the checkout where the box will be
weighed. Pay just $8.00 per pound (Cash/
check) for your goodies! (Isn’t that easy?)

PLEASE support the WPW Cookie Walk —
with your donations AND your purchases!
One hundred percent (100%) of the profit
goes towards our WPW missions!

Volume 3, Issue 2
Page 3

Gathering of Presbyterian Women in the Synod of the Covenant
(Article by Jennifer de Vries and
photos courtesy of Sandy Vining)
Westminster Presbyterian Church commissioned
three women this summer to go to this year’s
Presbyterian Women (PW) Synod of the
Covenant Gathering: Sandy Vining, Julie
Preisser, and Jennifer de Vries. The Gathering
was held July 12-13, 2019 at Covenant
Presbyterian Church in Columbus, OH.
Left to right:
Sandy Vining, Julie Preisser, Jennifer DeVries
The theme for this year’s Gathering was
“What does the Lord require of you?” (Micah 6:8)
The Gathering started with dinner Friday evening. Women from churches throughout
the Synod came together to break bread and experience fellowship with one another.
They continued with the evening programs of opening worship, the first half of the
business meeting, and an insightful keynote address by The Reverend Janice Catron
who spoke about the 2019-2020 Horizons Bible Study, Love Carved in Stone.
Saturday kicked off with joyful singing and morning worship, the second half of the
business meeting, and keynote addresses about
Presbyterian Mission Today and Presbyterian
Women in Today’s World. (The Presbyterian
Mission Agency is the mission arm of the
PC(USA); that speaker was the president and
executive director of the agency.) After a
lunch break, attendees chose from a selection
of educational, empowering, and encouraging
workshops. Jennifer attended the Substance
Abuse Panel which had panelists from law
enforcement, social work, and a victim of
human trafficking who was a substance abuser.
She has turned her life around and is now working to help similarly afflicted women. The
second workshop Jennifer attended was Presbyterian Women Global Exchange in which
two women who had participated in the PW Global Exchange to Indonesia shared their
experiences. Other workshops featured more in-depth review of the upcoming Bible
Study, earth stewardship, and empowering women for leadership. The Saturday afternoon
keynote addresses were very encouraging - describing the CATCH court program
(changing attitudes to change habits) and also eye-opening - discussing human trafficking.

Connectivity ...
The Presbyterian
Church (USA) —
or PCUSA —consists
of 16 synods.
Our synod is The
Synod of the Covenant.
It includes 11
presbyteries and
nearly 700
congregations
in Michigan and Ohio.
The synod office
is located in
Maumee, Ohio.
Our presbytery is
Miami Valley
Presbytery.
It includes 49 churches
in 12 local counties.
Our presbytery
offices are located
in Memorial
Presbyterian Church at
1541 South Smithville
Rd., Dayton, Ohio.
To see the list of
churches in our presbytery, go to this site:
http://www.miami
presbytery.org/
pmv_churches_city.htm

All of this was interspersed with energizing and fun “stretch breaks” in which attendees
moved and laughed and learned more about each other. Who knew there were so many
readers, musicians, even former cheerleaders in attendance! Several boxes and tote bags
worth of Presbyterian Disaster Relief Health Kits were assembled during the breaks, thanks
to all the items needed for the kits being ready to go to make possible an assembly line!
The first two worship services featured motivating reflections - Friday night was VERBS the Lord REQUIRES us to ... and Saturday morning was DO SOMETHING, NOW. The
Closing Worship Saturday night included communion and a thought-provoking sermon by
The Rev. Desiree Youngblood and Charon Barconey, “What does the Lord require?

Living in right relationship with God and one another.”

Presbyterian Women is connected and connectional.
Meeting together with women from all across our synod was
energizing, insightful, encouraging, empowering, educational,

thought-provoking, eye-opening, and fun!
Jennifer highly recommends it!

Looking ahead: PW Synod of the Covenant Gathering
will be held at First Presbyterian Church, Dearborn, MI
(July 17-18, 2020). The triennial Churchwide Gathering
of PW will be in St Louis, MO (August 5-8, 2021).
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WPW Coordinating Team (CT) Highlights....

WPW CT Meetings
for 2019-2020:
August 27
October 22
February 25
April 28

NOTE: All WPW CT
meetings are held in
West Parlor
at 5:30 pm.

Did you get
YOUR copy?

Westminster Presbyterian Women
Yearbook
2019 — 2020

Westminster Presbyterian Church
125 N. Wilkinson Street
Dayton, OH 45402
Westminsterdayton.org

The Coordinating Team met on August 27. Our devotional came from “Letters to
the Angels: Devotions for Women’s Gatherings” by Eugenia Gamble (author of
this year’s Horizons Bible Study).
Final plans were reviewed for the Fall Gathering. Reports were heard from various
coordinators. Stayed tuned to WPW news about some of these topics this year:
• Missions that are supported by WPW as well as the individual circles.
• Church World Services School Kits (contact Dominique Myers)
• Local Mission: Donate to DECA Dry Pantry (contact Jane Shirley)
• Global Mission: Presbyterian Disaster Assistance regarding the U.S./Mexican
border and the U. S. Asylum Process
• Church Women United membership information and upcoming events
(www.cwudaytonoh.org)
• Getting ID’s and registering to vote (Elizabeth Herr)
Please know that ALL are welcome to attend WPW CT meetings.
Please contact Pat Torvik if you’d like to attend!

WPW and Roundup for WPW Circles
Westminster has four circles: Coffee, Caring, and Crafts (CCC); Evening;
Serendipity; and Sunshine. The focus for each includes:
• CCC: Knitting, crocheting, and sewing primarily for charity (WISE Ministry,
Prayer Shawl Ministry, and Little Dresses for Africa Project).
• Evening: Horizons Bible Study with support for WISE Ministry, Mercy
Manor, and Samaritan Clinic.
• Serendipity: Horizons Bible Study and support for The Foodbank and
The Friends of The Castle.
• Sunshine: 3 movies, 2 books, 2 meal socials, a tour, and 2 Bible Studies.
They support The YWCA Shelter.
Please consider joining a circle this year (or start a new one)! Contact WPW
President Pat Torvik at 937-643-2225 or email her at torvikpa@gmail.com.

Circle information may be located in the WPW Yearbook (2019-2020).
Please contact Pat or the church office if you’d like a copy.
Coordinating Team
members are
listed in the
Yearbook—
as are all the
circle leaders and
circle members.

WPW Newsletter — Volume 3 Issue 2
(Fall 2019) Published Quarterly
Westminster Presbyterian Women
125 N. Wilkinson Street, Dayton, OH 45402
Contact editor: martha.shields@earthlink.net

NOTE: Please call or email Pat to discuss
how you can get involved in WPW!
937-643-2225 or torvikpa@gmail.com
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Meet Candy Powers, WPW Coordinator of Global Mission
Born to Donald R. Buckey and Betty Lou Buckey Wert, Candy was raised in
Dayton and was baptized in the 1950’s with her younger sister (Mimi) at Westminster. Standing with her parents and with Bob and Phyllis Wert and his two daughters, Susie and Joy, Candy grabbed Robert Wert’s leg, thinking it was her dad’s leg;
19 years later he became her stepdad! Little did she know what God had planned
that day! Candy is the oldest of 5 girls: herself, sister Mimi, and 3 step-sisters: Susie
Hundt, Joy McLean, and Robin Carmichael. Moving from Kettering to Washington
Township in 1960, Candy was very involved in the youth group at Westminster,
with memories of weeklong canoe trips, a two-week trip to Taos (NM), camping out
in the stars, and weekends and summer camp at Kirkmont. Westminster sent her for
two weeks to Camp Miniwanca on Lake Michigan, as part of the American Youth
Foundation. Candy will be forever grateful for that experience.
Candy graduated from Centerville High School a in 1972 and from The Ohio State University in Columbus
in 1976, receiving her B.S. Degree in Home Economics/ Retail Merchandising/ Clothing and Textiles. She
continued with additional courses in Interior Design and Purchasing. Marrying David Basset at Westminster,
Candy started her career in Oak Harbor, Ohio, working as assistant manager at Brooks Clothing in Toledo
and as assistant manager at Bassett’s IGA in Oak Harbor. When David and Candy parted ways in 1981,
Candy moved back to Dayton, starting a career in lighting sales at Centerville Lighting, then as sales
estimator of commercial lighting projects and purchasing at Duellman Electric. In 1997, she was a sales rep/
estimator/lighting design for Performance Lighting & Controls where her most exciting project in 1998-99
involved specification with the engineers and ordering of new HID Lighting for Emery Worldwide Hub and
lighting Emery’s newly-constructed office building at the Dayton airport. That was
her “baby”! In 2000, she started a 9-year career for Kemper Design when it opened
a high-end tile showroom in Springboro. Sales at La-Z-y Boy Furniture and office
managing at Deneb Software took Candy to retirement in 2016.
Along the way in 1988, Candy married Rickie Latta from Napoleon, Ohio; they had
two children: Chad and Courtney (in photos on the right). Later Candy became a
single Mom with a great support system, being a soccer mom and first-grade Sunday
School teacher. (Candy believes in following one’s dream. She is a dreamer, for
Above: Courtney and
sure!) Chad began his passion for music — piano playing and composing at age 14.
Candy. Below: Chad
She did whatever she could to develop his passion; her most exciting moment was
when the Dayton Philharmonic played his composition “Contentions” at the Schuster
Center! Chad graduated from Eastman School of Music, B.A. in Music Composition
and is currently teaching at Stivers School of the Arts, as well as composing and
teaching privately. Candy’s daughter, Courtney, discovered her passion as a senior in
high school: Art. She went to Columbus College of Art and Design and recently had
her first art showing (TinCanFran Art). Courtney blessed Candy with two grandchildren, Nala (age 6) and Aruna (age 3). While the kids were at college, Candy began a
book for her extended family — “The Straughan McCoy Neal Family Histories,” a
500-page leather-bound book of genealogy, stories, photos, history, 6-page military respects, end notes, 26page index and important documents and family letters, dating back to the late 1500’s. This was a seven-year
project of intense focus and enrichment.
NOTE: Meet Bill Powers as the story continues on page 6.
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Meet Candy Powers (continued from page 5)
By 2014, the kids were on their own and Candy met and married a retired engineer from WPAFB (as was
her father). Bill and Candy Powers love travel and spend much time in their getaway home in Sandy
Ridge, N.C. They have two Siberian Huskies, Flame and Firefly.
Candy continues to care for her sister. Candy’s loves are art in all expressions, creating art, brainstorming, babysitting her grandbabies, remodeling, making things better, time with friends, Serendipity Circle,
and most of all, she loves her family. In Candy’s own words: “I am a
dreamer, excited about life, look for the good, and truly feel God’s
presence in nature and through all of you.
My two mantras are ‘I am strong.’ and ‘I can do.’ In Global Mission,
my goal is to inspire, to empower, to help fulfill a dream, and
to pay forward all the help and love I received through the years.”

Snapshots from the WPW Fall Gathering on September 11!

Couldn’t attend?

Still want to
participate
in our missions?
We are still:
•

Accepting $10 /
bag for the
Church World
Service School
Kits (Donate to
WPW with
memo note:
“School kits.”)

•

Accepting
stuffed animals
for the police
cruisers
(Please drop
them off at the
church office
in a bag
labeled WPW.”)
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Mission Project: The Care House
CARE House is one of the missions supported by WPW this past year. But, what
IS CARE House? Why is WPW supporting it?
CARE House was established in 1998 as a result
of a community task force that wanted to ensure that
abused children did not fall through the cracks of
the service delivery system. (CARE stands for
Collaboration, Advocacy, Response, Education.)
CARE House is a founding member of the Ohio
network of children’s advocacy centers. This network
is a chapter of the National Children’s Alliance
which is the accrediting body for children’s advocacy
centers nationwide. One service impacts the victim
immediately. Many times, child abuse victims have
Libby Nicholson,
to tell their story over and over to various people
CARE House Founding Director
in the systems; however, with the CARE House
system, interviews are recorded and the victim is not re-traumatized
by the system; he or she only has to tell the story a minimal number of times.
So far, 11,500 victims of abuse have been served by CARE House.
In 2018 alone, 983 children were served:
• GENDER: 655 female and 328 male;
• ETHNICITY: 633 white, 265 black, 66 mixed heritage, 16 Hispanic, 3 other;
• AGE: 382 from 0 - 6 years, 317 from 7-12 years, and 284 from 13 -18 years;
• TYPE OF ABUSE: 704 sexual, 143 physical, 39 neglect, 112 witness to
violence, 14 fatality, and 25 other.

“A statue stands
in a shaded place
An angel girl with

an upturned face
A name is written
on a polished rock
A broken heart that

the world forgot”
― Martina McBride
(American Singer
and Songwriter)

Libby Nicholson is the Founding Director of CARE House, which is located at
410 Valley Street in Dayton (next to Children’s Hospital). Libby welcomes
interested people to call with questions and with offers of assistance.
CARE House has needs; their website clearly lists these needs and specifies the
qualifications and parameters of volunteerism, as well as the perks involved.
Donations may be made online, by mail, in person, or by phone. The website
also shows creative ways to give (Facebook birthday wishes) as well as donating
items on the long wish list (food, books, supplies, etc.) WPW supported some of
these needs by a financial donation of $500.00 in 2018 - 2019.
Pictures are worth a thousand words. Go to CARE House’s
Facebook page to see CARE House in action and some of
the wonderful work and results of this non-profit.
https://www.facebook.com/carehousedayton .
The CARE House website has much information, some of
which is quite eye-opening: http://thecarehouse.org/.
Phone: 937-641-4545. Hours: 8:30 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.

NOTE: CARE House
is related to
Michael’s House
in Fairborn in
Greene County and
The Children’s
Advocacy Center
of Warren County.
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ELECTRONIC SERVICE REQUESTED

Consider adding one or more of these to your Fall 2019 To-Do List!
•
•
•

•
•
•
•
•

Did you miss an issue of the WPW newsletter? Catch up on back issues at:
http://westminsterdayton.org/adults/presbyterian-women.html.
Volunteer to donate treats to the Cookie Walk; shop the Cookie Walk on December 15.
Include some scripture and inspirational books on your reading list!
Explore the list of circles to see if one might be a fit for 2019 — 2020.
(Call Pat Torvik at 937-643-2225 for help with this.)
Offer your name as someone who’d like to serve on the WPW board or committee!
Add one of the mission projects to your personal calendar and/or your financial
contributions. (Contact Pat Torvik for info.)
Join Church Women United SOON and attend an event. (Contact Jorja Gladden.)
Make sure these WPW dates are on your personal calendar:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Tuesday, October 22:
Tuesday, October 22:
Saturday, December 14:
Sunday, December 15:
Tuesday, February 25:
Saturday, April 25:
Tuesday, April 28:

Pecan Sale Deadline for orders
WPW CT Meeting (West Parlor)
Drop off Cookie Walk donations at the Wilkinson St. door
Cookie Walk (Fellowship Hall)
WPW CT Meeting (West Parlor)
Spring Gathering (Fellowship Hall)
WPW CT Meeting (West Parlor)

